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Planning the Future
(adapted from post on Bluebiid, 6/19/08)
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on August 8).

In life we must always plan on unexpected hardships but also plan on the
future. Bluebirding is the same. Where will YOUR baby bluebirds try to nest
next spring? Who will be there to protect them and put up nestboxes?

In the south we have nemigrating Eastern Bluebirds. Harry Krueger had
one 6yearold female Eastern Bluebird that nested in the same nestbox
that she was born in for six years in a row! She had three different mates
over these six years but she stayed with that nestbox. Every nesting
attempt for six years Harry live trapped her and also trapped and banded
each of the males with her helping her feed her young!

One year, in the next five or six closest nestboxes to her, Harrtrdipped

FIVE of her daughters from the previous season that he had banded that
successfully fledged and LIVED to reproduce the following year! He OFTEN
found females that he had previously banded as nestlings in prior years but
seldom found males that he had banded as nestlings.

Harry could only trap and color band the adults in 60 different nestboxes

K A Zut hexpangded every year between 3500 nestlings that went on to

fledge each year. He banded nearly 3,000 bluebirds as | recall. WHERE did
these young disperse to nest in later years?

His whole purpose for banding was to research nest site fidelity to see if
the males or females were more prone to return to the same nestbox at

y éthesame pegtion year after year. He was also researching mate fidelity to

see if the same pairs would stay together year after year, one nesting
attempt after another!
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Happy Bluebird Trails aresponsored by St. Ann Catholic Church in Kaufman,

Texas.

Nancy Nichols
Eight years ago Mathew was involved in building the

It was still dark at 7:00 on the morning of January 24 as
| drove east from Dallas on Interstate 20 towards Lake
Tawakoni State Park. The temperature was 34 degrees
and the wind was blowing in hard from the north.

Some of the gusts were 30 miles per hour. Trash and
tree branches blew across the deserted highway. Out of
nowhere a lone coyote appeared in my headlights only
to disappear quickly, like a hallucination.

Susan Duerr, David Shiels, Jake Stiltz, Jim Duerr &
Peter B*

original trail at Lake Tawakoni
State Park. It was installed |
just before the park opened.
2SS Fff OF YLISR
endé aleé&a 56D&R
rained 13 inches but we have
a policy to never quit so we
stayed the entire time and
got the job doneSome of us
Texas Parks and Wildlife kept the project running with had 4 inches of water stand-
hot coffee ing in our tents. | told the
o2ea GKFG AdGQa
Why would any sane person be up this early on a Satur-  that builds characteg
day morning in the cold of winter? Better yet, why

t A

would any sane person be headed to the wilderness of So with character and Blue-
a state park to rebuild a Bluebird trail. Outdoor pro- bird nesting box building
jects, like creating safe housing for Bluebirds, should be ahead of us, we set out. Most
done on a cool crisp spring morning with the sun on of the old wooden houses
your back. were in sad shapethe once

tiny holes had been pecked  Completed nesting box
¢KS LINR2SOU ¢l ayQid OF yOSt t Svrlerand Gsbdiast Iargeibirds Wil hat shigifis png fgS R ¢
Eagle ScouMatthew Duert! YR 9 3t § { O2 dziiThe rddR ot Rdny Wefs &plit  0es designed and buil
a little thing like foul weather get in their way. Troop open. As we approached one (5%, Troop 332 in Kaufman,

: ) Xas.

332 has a long history of being preparei is the old-
est troop in Texas. It was originally chartered in 1927 by
the late Mr. Madrin Bankstorizrom 1999 to 2004, the
troop was headed by David Shiels; then by Mike
Sherman from 2004 until 2006. Today Jim Duerr, Mat-
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

This list welcomes new members who joined between the last newsletter andAdiglise membership form asks,
iMay we wel c o rimenegwslaite?d nl fo utrh @ ng u e s t i, wenweldorme by mas@itenvieed
we welcome with initials and city.

=t

JA, Austin
Eleanor Allen
Norie Alvarez
Cindy Amburgey
Anita Anderson
PA, Flint

DA, The Woodlands
Barbara Atkins
KA, Village Mills
Debbie Attaway
JA, Austin
LeeAnn Badum
JB, Mineola
Karen Baribeau
Scherle Barth
Annie Bates

JB, Spring

Bob & Kathy Beaird
Phyllis Bearden
Ruth Beaver
Nasim Bell

LB, Midlothian
Fred Bilbo

Patti Blanchet
JB, Duncanville
AB, Montgomery
Lavada Borden
Dorthy Bostic
RB, Canton

BB, Hemphill
Martha Bowen
Jim Braden

JB, The Woodlands
Joel Braswell
Sandy Brent

EB, Rusk

Ken & Leah Burkhalter
CB, Midlothian
Jimmie Bush
DB, Midlothian
WB, Marshall

JC, Magnolia

Anne Cassidy

BC, Tenaha

BC, The Woodlands
LC, Corpus Christi
WC, Wills Point

Lou Ann Chapman
Chris & Richard Clark
SC, Hideaway

Julie Clay

David Cluck

Wynelle Coats

NC, Humble

Charles Coffey
Susan Cohagan

MC, Willis

AC, Spring Branch
BC, DeQuincy

J.D. Corley

FC, The Woodlands
BC, Dallas

KC, Waxahachie

KC, Red Oak

Josie Cuellar
Deborah Dalton

BD, The Woodlands
RD, Midlothian

DD, Conroe

MD, Austin

TD, Kerrville
Prambert deMaan
Bernadette DeShields
Helen Devine

Jo & George Dolengowski
Harvey & Nancy Dominy
Judy Dunavant

Phil Eby

Ross & Pamela Edwards
EE, Magnolia

Janet Eshleman

NE, Houston

Billie Jo Evans
LF, Point

Pat Fengler

MF, Cypress

SF, Pineland
Cherry Fessenden
BF, Crowley
Janet Fitzsimon
DF, Canton

AF, Waxahachie
Nancy Fox

AF, Waxahachie
J Frye

LeeAnn Gabor
MG, Houston
JG, Fairfield

DG, Montgomery
Carl & Dixon Glaze
Linda Goller

CG, Midlothian
Axel Green

AG, Houston
Yvonne Grouls
Martin Gump
Ethan Gurley
Carolyn Guy

JH, Waxahachie
DH,

Marilyn Harrell
Charlie Harris
JH, Dallas

Linda Harrison
Jon & Kathy Hayden
Laura Hebert
RH, Utopia

SH, Kerrville
Barbara Hibits
Deborah Higgins
Edena Hintze
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WELCOME NEW MEMBERS

(Continued from pag8)

Matthew Hoag

TH, Zavalla

PH, Grandview
JoAnn Honeycut
MH, San Antonio
Rick & Donna Huff
Peggy Hugonin
Barbara Hunter

MH, Tomball

Susan Hustace
Carol Hyde

Donna Jackson
Thomas D Jefferson
Jan Jewell

MJ, Kerrville

Sandra Jones

MJ, Bandera

PK, Kountze

KK, Wills Point
Peggy Kellen

CK, Tomball

Myrlene Kelnhofer
DK, Houston

James King

Paula Kinnear
James & Melinda Kocian
MK, Magnolia

Ann Lackey

Phoebe Lake
William & Brenda Lange
ML, Comfort

RL, Kerrville
Matthew Lawrence
SL, Cedar Hill

John Leatherwood
Cheryl & Bill Ledbetter
Christine Leinweber
PL, The Woodlands
Florence Lewis
Carolyn Leyendecker
DL, Midlothian

DL, Milford

Richard & Julie Luhring, Jr

Barry Mace

MM, San Antonio
SM, Spring
Kathy Marney
CM, Ferris

Doris Matthews

Nancy & Jack McClanahan

Mary McCorkle
Mary McCrummen

VM, The Woodlands

David McGlathery
David M McKinnon
DM, Kerrville

Robert & Gayle McMullen

MM, Willis
Sandra Merrell

WM, Fredericksburg

DM, Waxahachie
Diana Moore
Danny Morchat
Amanda Morris
BM, Hempstead
Christine Moss
Karen Mullins
Paul R. Nester
KN, Kerens
Judy Nunn

Jim & Lori O'Malley
JO, Canton
Brian Overgoner
Michael Owens
PP, Buna

Linda Paul
Brenda Payne
MP, Mansfield
JP, Columbus
Kere Post

RP, Hockley

PP, Buna
Nancy Prikryl
Paula Purcell
MR, Magnolia
PR, Burleson
AR, Harper
Tammy Riess

Paul Riggs
SR, Houston
JR, Hideaway

JR, Highland Village

Patricia Rinn
Marlene Rios
Shron Rodriquez
AR, Austin
Karen Rozier
SR, Wills Point
WR, Wills Point
Dianne Russell
Vickie Russell
Sally Schroeder
CS, Fairview
ES, Midlothian
Renay Shaddock
Jessica Sheldon
Mary Shepherd
BS, Nacogdoches
Donna Shults
Melda Siebe
Kay Simmons
J.D. Simpson
JS, Vidor

Nancy Slade
KS, Bandera
BS, Mineola
Carol Smith

BS, Lufkin

Ann C. Soop
AS, Dallas

Ina Sprapling
Carol Stansbury
Mary K Stayton
Barbara Stidham

Shannon Stoneham
Jim & Kathleen Street

Minnie Stucker
LS, Grand Saline
Gayla Taylor

ET, Conroe

John Thornhill
LT, Hideaway
ST, Mevina



Bluebird Trails

(Continued from pag@)

the old nesting boxes near a clump of trees, a male
Bluebird flew out and landed on the wire above our

Jim Duerr and Jake Stiltz custom fit the PVC baffle
to each nesting box pole.

A female Bluebird decides to make the
new nesting box her home.

Our goal for the day was to install 21 new boxes which
headsL ¥ K$ O2dzZ R KI @S aLR]1Sy KIERY oSENE LANSH A3 GHIYREBIRG S @
sadaLiQa léo2dzi GAYS garage. The boys took a Texas Bluebird Society stan-

dard nestbox and added plastic heat shields to protect
the nesting birds from the hot Texas heat. Besides be-

Eagle Scout Mathew Duerr and his father Jim install new
Bluebird nesting box. A frekitten Peter B* looks on.

Mathew Duerr adheres nesting box to pole.



