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Mission Statement:

To spread "Bluebirds (and
other native cavity-nesting
birds) Across Texas ... one
nestbox at a time" - through
education; and, the installa-
tion of "NestWatch'd" nest-
boxes* in appropriate habi-
tat; and, sustaining and
increasing their natural food
supply (insects and berries
of native plants) - while
enjoying the process and
the bluebirds.
*www.RegisterYourNestbox
.org or www.NestWatch.org
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2010 Blue Feather Award

By Caryn Brewer

Congratulations to Debbie Bradshaw, recipient of the 2010 Blue Feather Award, given at
the 2010 Summer Symposium in Henderson.

The Blue Feather Award is a service award given by the Texas Bluebird Society in ap-
preciation for exemplary service benefiting TBS. Nominations for the award come from
the Board of Directors and are submitted to previous recipients who act as the nominat-
ing committee. Debbie has exhibited a great passion with respect toward the conserva-

y tion of bluebirds.
TBS especially appreciates Debbieds org
garding bluebirds and their habitats. B

have received newsletters, emails and information packets. This is turn ties in with our
TBS statement "Bluebirds Across Texas . . . one nestbox at a time".

Debbieds commitment to TBS has her spen
mati on and working on the newsletter T
puter programs, having taught herself Publisher in order to give us a terrific newsletter.
Her important contribution to the attention to detail and re-
lentless determination to release a quality product on time
is very much appreciated.

Responsibility for the monthly analysis of the membership
data for the Presidentds Re
and information packets are just a few examples of her time
spent at her computer.

Debbiebs talents also include

speaking
She is an avid supporter of all of our events, driving miles to lend a hand in setups, en-
rolling new members, takedowns, and loading and delivering nestboxes to events.

Debbie has been very instrumental in the organization of our annual symposiums and
our ®OKifdkevents. Always searching for
trative aspect of TBS, she has been responsible for improvements in all areas of TBS.
Debbieds efforts have made the various
diligence and hard work has really paid off for the Texas bluebirds we all love.

w

Thank you Debbie for an excellent job and outstanding service to TBS!
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http://www.RegisterYourNestbox.org
http://www.RegisterYourNestbox.org
http://www.NestWatch.org
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Board of Directors

President
Pauline Tom
Mountain City

Vice President
TBA

Treasurer/AP
Katy Couvillion
The Woodlands

Assistant Treasurer/AP
Linda Crum
The Woodlands

Secretary

True Blue Friends Mgr
Judy Hetherington
Bronte

Membership/AR
Caryn Brewer
Conroe

Nestbox Inventory Mgr
Meg Scamman
Conroe

Speakers Bureau

David Smith
david.smith310@gmail.com
San Antonio

Board Member
Nancy Glover
Wills Point

Board Member
Jimmie Konkvicka
Stephenville

Contact Us

TBS

PO Box 40868
Austin, TX 78704

Pauline Tom
512.268.5678
ptom5678@gmail.com

Visit our website
www.txblues.org

Volunteers Are Appreciated!

TBS had a very successful booth at the Native
Plant Society Symposium in Denton, TX Octo- |

nestboxes and in bluebirds in general. Thanks
to the TBS volunteers staffing the booth:
Rebekah Haydin, Cecelia Odle, Rex Reves,
Joe Simmons, Pauline and Ron Tom

The booth was organized, and staffed when
possible, by Judy Hetherington. At the end of
Saturday, there were 46 new memberships
and 8 nestboxes sold in addition/instead of
memberships plus a couple of donations.

Be a volunteer, contact Pauline Tom, President,
at ptom5678@gmail.com.

Photo by Brian Hetherington
Other volunteers include:

Doug Boyd
Andrea Brown
Mark Carlson

Jennifer Fleming
Nancy Glover
LeAnn Sharp

Linda Crum David Shields
Debbie Dalton David Smith
Elsie English

TBS Thanks The Following Donors For Their Financial Support

Tim Bailey Shauna Feely Robert Langley Nancy Podio

Kelly Blotter John Ferguson Jamie Light Linda Reid

Doug Boyd Anna Goodman Susan Lipka Simonetta Rodriguez
Kimber Briggs Bill Griffith Roy McKinnis Diane Shaktman
Van Carson Lynn Hill Microsoft Corporation David Smith

Shane Carter Bruce & Vicki Houff Mission fish Ed & Kay Sones
Catherine Clement Vicki Huff Karen Nelson Star Ranch Texas

Tim & Nancy Dever Bill & Betsy Jones
Teri Dickinson Mike Klotz
Carol Dowd Jim & Benni Konvicka J

Brant Edwards Gwen Lambert

Welcome New Members!

A Cora AbbottA Sara Holl an
Ball ewA JB, Round RockA Ol
SB, GeorgetownA Nancy Bl an
WorthA Kimber BriggsA Jule
Rebecca Caldwell A Cecil &

Laura Christian-Cr awf or dA Janet Chu
mingsA AD, ElginA Arlene S

DowlearnA JD, LucasA Ted D
EdwardsA Jo Ann EichenourA
|l andA Helen FreminA Eva Fr
mannA Michael HaganA Gayl a
Lynda HarveyA Carolyn Hayw
Harriet S. HortonA Suzanne
Glenda JancaA JJ, ElginA E
LambertA ML, AllenA | . Eri
Maxine LindauerA Mr & Mrs

Antoni oA Lenora McKenzie &
MooreA Carolyn MooreA LM,

NorthcuttA MN, Sabinal A SO,
Dennis ParkerA Paul Par kma
Suzanne PutzA Red Bud Ran
ResnickA David RetaA Dale

ertsA Simonetta A. Rodrigu
Donna SkaggsA ES, ArgyleA

Inc. A CS, San AntonioA Sal
WV, AustinA Kw, WillisA Fr
Leander A LW, The Woodl ands

Susan Nenny
Dorothy Norris

Sally & Thomas Todd
Bob Warneke
ennifer Palmer

Louis Parks

d AdamsA Anita Anderson
ga BeishirA Norma Beiss
settA Marilyn BIantonA
tt M. BroadnaxA GB, ay
Polly cCcarterA cc, Sabln
rchA TC, RoanokeA Lily
chneider DavidA Tom DeK
racosA Mr & Mrs Cliff D
Jeanne EricksonA SF, R
ommeA Ruthanne FunkeA P
HamiltonA Henry Hamman
ardA Jane HenryA Amber
HowardA Vicki HuffA An
| mer & Monica JohnstonA
ka LantryA James Latha
Ron LoperA JL, AustinA
John MelanconA PM,
MagnoliaA Mary MosesA
ShermanA Gilbert Pal
nA Greg & Patty Pasztor
chA Madison & Linda
RheaA Hardin Grover

ezA Javier SaldivarA Na

Kris St anl-eSrrdamfReovgleys, St o
l'y ToddA Jane Knaus Uni
ancene WenmohsA Toby Wi

A Deedy WrightA Joseph

We print names of all new members who give us permission on the Membership Form.
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Upcoming Events

Saturday, February 19, 2011

Keith Kridler, Naturalist
Breedlove's Nursery & Landscape
11576 Hwy 64 West Tyler, TX
11:00 AM

Saturday, February 19, 2011

Montgomery Co. Nature Center
1300 Riley Fuzzel Rd Spring, TX
(adjacent to Peckinpaugh Preserve)
9:30 AM

Tuesday, February 22, 2011

Utopia Garden Club
Utopia Methodist Church
Church Street Utopia, TX
2:30 PM

Saturday, April 9, 2011
Milam County Nature Festival
Ledbetter Park in Cameron
FM 1600, Cameron, 76520
9:00 AM - 3:00 PM

Due to our publication schedule we are not
able to list many of our upcoming events.

Dondét miss out on
one of our presenters, visit our booth
at one of your favorite fairs, or attend
an educational session, just because
we were unable to list the event in
this publication.

Visit www.txblues.org
for the latest event updates
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Save This Date!

2011 Summer
Bluebird Symposium

chance

Saturday, August 20th

Somervell Expo Center
202 Gibbs Blvd.
Glen Rose, TX 76043

to hear

NestWatch Update: Welcome to 2011!

The NestWatch database was successfully rolled over from 2010 to 2011. Now, when you login to your Nest-
Watch account, your data entry is automatically set to the new year. However, your 2010 data will remain open
for editing through the rest of this year. Our tutorial videos will help to walk you through the editing process if
needed. If you were unable to enter your 2010 data on time, please email our staff for other options: nest-
watch@cornell.edu.

2010 Data in Review

NestWatch saw a lot of activity last year. Here's a brief overview:

3,233 new users joined NestWatch in 2010, bringing the number
of user accounts to more than 11,500.

5,393 new nest sites were registered in our database during
2010. These sites, combined with others already registered, pro-
duced 12,687 nesting attempts in the last year. The project has
registered more than 110,000 nesting attempts since 1997.

NestWatch participants across North America monitored 119 spe-
cies. Eastern Bluebirds, Tree Swallows, and House Wrens were
the most monitored species with 4,302, 2,908, and 1,025 moni-
tored attempts, respectively.
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{Eastern Bluebirds:photo by R. Chlysta

NestCams

2011 marks the twelfth year NestCams has been able to showcase amazing images and videos of birds at their
nest sites. To start this new year off with a bang, we have our never-before-featured Great Horned Owl camera
now streaming live. Other new cameras for 2011 may feature Barred Owls and Western Bluebirds. In the
meantime, we will also continue to present footage from the nests of Eastern Bluebirds, Barn Owls, Chimney
Swifts, and more. Keep watching to see what unfolds this season! (Repri nt s

from Cornell

Ornithol
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http://watch.birds.cornell.edu/nestcams/camera/view?cameraID=C100231
https://secure3.birds.cornell.edu/NetCommunity/page.redir?target=http%3a%2f%2fwww.livingbird.org%2fNetCommunity%2fPage.aspx%3fpid%3d1326&srcid=31448&srctid=1&erid=5453512
mailto:nestwatch@cornell.edu
mailto:nestwatch@cornell.edu
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The Story Of Luked in his own words and photos

THE REQUEST

My name is Luke. | am an Eagle Scout with Troop 179. For several years | have
been a member of TBS. | have placed lots of nestboxes and monitored my
own. | have also planted trees and made several environments for family and
neighbors that attract song birds.

| wondered if you could please help me with a confirmation of my membership
and work. | am applying for the Hometown USA Award with the Boy Scouts of
America.

| have also earned 10 out of 12 of the badges offered, and | only needed to
earn 3 for the award. | monitored my mealworm feeders, my bird baths, my suet
feeder, and my boxes. | planted 10 bald cypress with a friend from my troop.

I am happy to help in any way. | have more pictures of my bluebirds too. Just let

me know what | can help with. | am installing a new nest box next week up in _

Hood County. | am hoping to get neighbors in Pecan Plantation watching and ~ -uke and fellow scout install Bald Cypress
i . . . trees. Just one of his many conservation

monitoring too. | will let you know how it goes. activities.

THE STORY

got me interested. She gave me her bird identification book, and | have kept
track of all the species | have seen and where | saw them.

| took a merit badge class down at Moody Gardens for Boy Scouts called Bird
Study. This and helping my brother with conservation projects got me more in-
terested. Because | am a home school student, | was able to attend some day
time events at Arbor Gate Nursery, where | first met volunteers from the Texas
Bluebird Society. This is where | joined and bought my first nest box with my
own money. | have bought and installed more since for other people.

£l
Luke earns money to buy and install nest-
I talk about nest boxes and bluebirds to lots of groups and individuals. The most xS or friends and neighbors.
recent was a presentation | made at Lone Star College for a group of Boy Scouts. Some of them were very in-

terested and asked me about buying and building their own nestboxes.

| have been monitoring
boxes for about 3 years.

| had a Downey Wood-
pecker winter in one of my
nestboxes.

You just never know what
you are going to see out

there!
Presentation to a local scout troop at Lone Star College. Bad hair day?
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I have worked with other scouts on habitats at Lake Livingston State
Park, Edith L. Moore Nature Sanctuary, Zube Park, Coles Crossing
Neighborhood, Waller County Area, and Hood County Area. | have
planted trees and native plants to improve habitat. | have also installed
and monitored feeders and bird baths in my own yard everywhere |
have lived for the last 3 years

Trimming up at Lake Livingston.

Luke is one of the youngest members of TBS. His dedica-
tion to wildlife conservation is both impressive and inspir-

i ng. Hearing of members of t
Luke, who care about the future environment and are al-
ready taking steps to get involved now, gives us all hope

for the future of our blue feathered friends.

Luke adds photography to hi
took the award photo of course, all other photos on these
two pages are courtesy of Luke.

Luke joined TBS three years ago. Now, at the ripe old
age of 17, Luke is making a name for himself in the world
of conservation.

Congratulations Luke!
Wi nner of the AHomet own USAO0 Awa

The Win

| am an Eagle Scout with BSA Troop
179 in Cypress, Texas. | just earned the
"Hometown USA" award from BSA. This
award required many hours spent on a
special project as well as earning con-
servation related merit badges.

| am waiting to hear about the William
T. Hornaday Award, which | have also
been working toward with my conserva-
tion efforts. The Boy Scouts of America
are very involved in conservation and
with a policy called "Leave No Trace."
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